2026 N EW TESTAM ENT WEEKLY STU DY SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST-SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH

THIS WEEK WE ARE READING MATTHEW 21-25

SUMMARY OF THESE CHAPTERS: Matthew 21-25 presents Jesus' final public confrontation with Israel’s leadership and his clear
announcement that the nation is facing covenant judgment. Jesus enters Jerusalem as king, symbolically judges the Temple, and
exposes the religious leaders as unfaithful stewards through sharp parables and direct wamings. In chapter 23, he pronounces
woes on the scribes and Pharisees and declares that Jerusalem's “house” will be left desolate, tying the coming judgment to that
generation. Chapters 24-25 then explain what this judgment will look like: the destruction of the Temple, intense upheaval, and
the vindication of the Son of Man, all framed with Old Testament prophetic imagery. Alongside this, Jesus calls his followers to stay
faithful, alert, and compassionate, reminding them that God's kingdom does not reward status or power, but faithfulness, mercy,
and obedience as Israel's story reaches its decisive turning point.

MATTHEW 21:1-11 - THE KING ENTERS JERUSALEM

Jesus deliberately enters Jerusalem riding on a donkey, publicly presenting himself as Israel's promised king in fulfillment of
Scripture. The crowds recognize the symbolism, but their expectations are still confused-welcoming a king without grasping the
kind of kingdom he brings. This moment sets the stage for confrontation rather than coronation.

MATTHEW 21:12-17 - JUDGMENT ON THE TEMPLE

Jesus symbolically judges the Temple by driving out the money changers, declaring that it has failed its calling as a house of prayer.
This is not a protest against commerce but a prophetic act announcing divine judgment. The Temple establishment reacts with
hostility, revealing that the conflict is now unavoidable.

MATTHEW 21:18-22 - THE WITHERED FIG TREE

The cursing of the fig tree acts as a living parable of Israel’s spiritual barrenness. Despite outward signs of life, the nation has failed
to produce the fruit God desired. This withered fig tree acts as a warning sign pointing toward the coming destruction of Jerusalem.

MATTHEW 21:23-27 - AUTHORITY CHALLENGED

Israel’s leaders confront Jesus about his authority, attempting to trap him within their own systems of power. Jesus exposes their
lack of integrity by tuming the question back on them. Their refusal to answer reveals that their authority is self-protective rather
than truth-seeking.

MATTHEW 21:28-32 - THE PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS

Jesus contrasts religious appearance with genuine obedience. Tax collectors and sinners, though initially resistant, respond to God,
while the religious leaders refuse to follow through on their professed faithfulness. The parable exposes a deep disconnect between
confession and action.

MATTHEW 22:1-14 - THE PARABLE OF THE WEDDING FEAST

Jesus describes Israel's rejection of God's invitation and the opening of the kingdom to unexpected guests. Judgment falls on those
who refuse the call, but participation still requires a transformed life. Grace is wide, but it is not casual or careless.

MATTHEW 22:15-22 - PAYING TAXES TO CAESAR

Jesus avoids a political trap by redefining the issue of allegiance. Caesar may claim coins, but God claims the whole person. Jesus
neither endorses revolt nor Roman rule-he reframes loyalty around God's true kingship.
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MATTHEW 22:23-33 - THE RESURRECTION QUESTION

The Sadducees challenge Jesus with a hypothetical meant to discredit belief in resurrection. Jesus responds by grounding
resurrection hope in God's covenant faithfulness, not speculation. He affirms that God's purposes extend beyond death.

MATTHEW 22:34-40 - THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT

Jesus summarizes the Law around love for God and love for neighbor. This is not a reduction of Torah, but its true center. Everything
Israel was called to be flows from these two commands.

MATTHEW 22:41-46 - DAVID'S LORD

Jesus challenges the leaders’ limited view of the Messiah by pointing to Psalm 110. The Messiah is not merely David's descendant
but David's Lord. This exposes how inadequate their expectations have become.

MATTHEW 23:1-12 - TRUE AUTHORITY AND HUMILITY

Jesus contrasts genuine leadership with the self-promotion of the scribes and Pharisees. Authority in God's kingdom is marked by
service, not status. Titles and honor mean nothing without humility.

MATTHEW 23:13-36 - WOES AGAINST THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS

Jesus delivers a sustained prophetic indictment against Israel's leadership. They burden others, distort God's law, reject the
prophets, and are now rejecting God's Son. This section culminates in a clear declaration that covenant judgment will fall on that
generation.

MATTHEW 23:37-39 - LAMENT OVER JERUSALEM

Jesus mourns Jerusalem's refusal to respond to God's repeated calls. The city that kills the prophets is now facing abandonment,
and its "house” will be left desolate. This lament bridges directly into the Temple's coming destruction in chapter 24.

e UNITARIAN READING

Matthew 21-25 presents Jesus consistently as God's anointed, obedient Son whose authority is given, not inherent, which fits
naturally with a Unitarian reading: Jesus speaks and acts by the authority of the Father who sent him (Matthew 21:23-27),
distinguishes himself from God as the Son whom the vineyard owner sends last (Matthew 21:37-39), affirms that God is uniquely
"Lord of heaven and earth” while he is the revealer of that God (Matthew 11:25-27; echoed in Matthew 22:41-45), identifies the
greatest commandment as exclusive devotion to one God (Matthew 22:37), acknowledges limited knowledge about the day and
hour that only the Father possesses (Matthew 24:36), portrays final judgment as an authority entrusted to the Son of Man rather
than intrinsic deity (Matthew 25:31-32), and grounds salvation not in metaphysical identity but in faithful obedience and
allegiance to God's will as revealed through Jesus (Matthew 21:43; Matthew 24:45-47; Matthew 25:21). Across these chapters,
Jesus is exalted, authoritative, and central-but always as the human Messiah and chosen agent of the one God.
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e MATTHEW 24:1-31 - THE COMING JUDGMENT AND THE END OF THE AGE

Matthew 24 opens with Jesus leaving the Temple as his disciples point out the grandeur of its buildings—part of Herod's massive renovation project
that began around 20 BC. In response, Jesus delivers a shocking prediction: “Truly | say to you, not one stone here will be left upon another,
which will not be torn down.” (Matthew 24:2, NASB). The setting is crucial: Jesus is speaking about the very Temple standing before them, not a
symbolic structure or a distant future one.

Later, on the Mount of Olives, the disciples ask Jesus a single, unified question: “Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the
sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?" (Matthew 24:3, NASB). In their minds, the destruction of the Temple, Jesus' "coming,” and the
"end of the age” all belonged together—and Jesus answers them that way.

Jesus goes on to describe false messiahs, wars, famines, persecution, the spread of the gospel, a desecration of the holy place, great tribulation,
cosmic signs, the coming of the Son of Man on the clouds, and the gathering of the elect. The key interpretive question is simple but decisive: Was
Jesus describing events that would happen within the lifetime of his hearers, or events thousands of years in the future?

Jesus himself provides a clear time frame: “Truly | say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place.” (Matthew
24:34, NASB). Furthermore, it is no accident that Matthew 24 follows immediately after Jesus' fierce rebuke of Israel's leaders in Matthew 23.
There, Jesus declares: “Upon you will fall the guilt of all the righteous blood shed on the land... Truly | say to you, all these things will come
upon this generation.” (Matthew 23:35-36, NASB). This language reflects covenant judgment. According to Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28,
continued unfaithfulness would lead to invasion, devastation, and exile. This coming catastrophe is what Jesus refers to when he asks, "How will
you escape the sentence of Gehenna?" (Matthew 23:33, NASB)-a warning of national judgment.

Jesus' wamnings proved tragically accurate. Israel's leadership rejected God's kingship, declaring, “We have no king but Caesar.” (John 19:15,
NASB). In the decades that followed, Judea was filled with revolutionary figures and false deliverers. Josephus records impostors like Theudas and
the so-called Egyptian prophet, along with a buildup of unrest, wars, earthquakes, and famines-exactly as Jesus predicted (cf. Matthew 24:5-8).
Even the famine mentioned in Acts 11:28 fits squarely within this period.

Jesus' reference to “the abomination of desolation standing in the holy place” (Matthew 24:15, NASB) is explained more plainly in Luke's
parallel: “When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies..." (Luke 21:20, NASB). This occurred during the Roman campaign beginning in AD
66 and culminating in AD 70. Roman soldiers eventually brought their idolatrous standards into the Temple area itself. Jesus urged his followers to
flee Judea when they saw these signs (Matthew 24:16), and according to Eusebius, the early Christians escaped to Pella, a small town east of
Jerusalem across the Jordan River, away from the urban centers and main Roman military routes, where the hill-country terrain provided refuge and
they were spared the horrors that followed.

The “great tribulation” Jesus described was unparalleled in Israel's history. Josephus reports famine so severe that families turned on one another,
with over a million people killed or enslaved. Jesus' words ring chillingly true: “For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not
occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will."” (Matthew 24:21, NASB).

The cosmic language that follows-sun darkened, stars falling, powers shaken-draws directly from Old Testament judgment imagery
(Isaiah 13; Joel 2). This is not astronomical collapse, but the symbolic description of a world ending-the collapse of Jerusalem’s religious and
political order. When Jesus says the Son of Man would be seen “coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory” (Matthew 24:30,
NASB), he is echoing Daniel 7 and Isaiah 19. Cloud-coming language consistently describes divine judgment and vindication.

Finally, Jesus speaks of gathering his elect “from the four winds” (Matthew 24:31, NASB). At the very least, this describes the re-gathering of
God's true people under the reign of the risen Messiah. The religious power structures-the Temple, the priesthood, the ruling elites-were removed,
leaving King Jesus and his kingdom people. Furthermore, it could even be argued that this gathering included a literal resurrection/rapture event,
albeit to a heavenly kingdom not an earthly one.

nn

In summary, Jesus repeatedly emphasized nearness: “these things,” “soon,” “this generation,” and even “some standing here will not
taste death” (cf. Matthew 16:28). Taken at face value, his words were fulfilled within the lifetime of his original audience. The destruction of
Jerusalem in AD 70 marked the end of the age of that religious system and the full establishment of Jesus' kingdom.
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MATTHEW 24:32-35 - RECOGNIZING THE NEARNESS OF THESE EVENTS

Jesus uses the fig tree to show that just as seasonal signs reveal what is coming, the events he has described will signal that
judgment is close. He firmly anchors these things to “this generation," assuring his disciples that what he has spoken about will
happen within their lifetime. His words carry absolute certainty, even more enduring than heaven and earth.

MATTHEW 24:36-44 - LIVING ALERT WITHOUT KNOWING THE EXACT MOMENT

Although the general time frame is clear, the precise day and hour remain unknown. Jesus compares this period to the days of
Noah, when people carried on as usual until sudden judgment arrived. The emphasis is not on calculating dates, but on remaining
spiritually awake and prepared.

MATTHEW 24:45-51 - FAITHFUL AND UNFAITHFUL LEADERS

Jesus warns that how people behave during times of waiting reveals their true character. Faithful servants continue to care for
others and carry out their responsibilities, while unfaithful servants abuse power and assume judgment will not come.
Accountability is certain, especially for those entrusted with authority.

MATTHEW 25:1-13 - READINESS CANNOT BE BORROWED

The parable of the ten virgins stresses personal preparedness. All expect the bridegroom, but only some are ready when he arrives.
The story highlights that readiness is formed over time and cannot be transferred at the last moment.

MATTHEW 25:14-30 - ACTIVE FAITH IN THE MASTER'S ABSENCE

The parable of the talents teaches that faithfulness involves action, not fear-driven inactivity. Servants are expected to participate in
their master's work according to what they have been given. Refusing to act out of fear is treated as a failure of trust.

MATTHEW 25:31-46 - THE SON OF MAN AND KINGDOM JUDGMENT

Jesus describes the Son of Man exercising royal authority and separating people based on their response to human need.
Judgment is not about religious labels, but about concrete expressions of mercy and compassion. Allegiance to the King is revealed
through how one treats "the least of these.”

o END-TIMES CONTEXT

When read within its end-times context, Matthew 21-25 forms a single, coherent narrative in which Jesus confronts Israel’s
leaders, announces covenant judgment on Jerusalem, explains the coming destruction of the Temple, and calls his followers to
remain faithful as that decisive transition unfolds within their generation. The warnings, parables, and visions all flow together
as Jesus brings Israel’s story to its climax and establishes his kingdom as the old age comes to an end and a new one
begins.
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