202 6 N EW TESTAM ENT WE EK'.Y STU DY SUNDAY, JANUARY 4TH-SATURDAY, JANUARY 10TH

THIS WEEK WE ARE READING MATTHEW 1-5

SUMMARY OF THESE FIVE CHAPTERS: Matthew 1-5 presents Jesus carrying forward Israel's story and bringing it to its decisive turning
point.Matthew begins by showing Jesus as the true heir of Abraham and David, born through God's initiative and sent to save Israel at a moment
of crisis. His early life reenacts Israel's own journey-threat, exile, and return-while exposing the clash between God's purposes and fearful earthly
power. John the Baptist announces that God's kingdom is at hand, Jesus is commissioned as God's chosen Son, and he proves faithful where Israel
once failed. As Jesus begins his public ministry, calling ordinary Israelites to follow him, he teaches what life looks like inside this arriving kingdom
-rooted in mercy, integrity, and wholehearted obedience to God. Together, these chapters show that Israel’s long-awaited moment of fulfillment is
unfolding now, through Jesus, in real history.

* MATTHEW 1:1-17 - THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS

SUMMARY: This section opens by presenting Jesus as the rightful heir to Israel's story. The genealogy traces his line from Abraham (the
beginning of God's covenant people), through David (Israel’s king), and down to the exile and beyond, showing that Jesus stands at the climax of
Israel's history. Matthew carefully arranges the list into three sets of fourteen generations, highlighting order and purpose, not randomness. The
message is clear: Israel’s long story of promise, failure, exile, and hope is not abandoned-it reaches its intended goal in Jesus.
o UNIQUE OBSERVATIONS:
Matthew arranges Israel’s history of promise, failure, judgment, and restoration into a story where exile,
broken kingship, and morally complex figures reveal God working through real, imperfect history.
o UNITARIAN READING:
Jesus is portrayed purely as a human descendant of Abraham and David, with "Messiah” signifying his
role in Israel’s story rather than a divine identity.
o END-TIMES CONTEXT:
The arrival of the Messiah is presented as the long-awaited climax of Israel’s story.

o MATTHEW 1:18-25 - THE BIRTH OF JESUS

SUMMARY: This section explains how Jesus came into the world through God's direct action, not through human planning or power. Mary
becomes pregnant by God's Spirit, meaning God is the source of this child's mission, while Joseph is called to trust God and act faithfully despite
social risk. The child is named Jesus because his purpose is to save his people from their sins, and Matthew connects this birth to Israel’s

Scriptures by calling him “Immanuel,” meaning "God with us"-not God becoming human, but God present and active through the one
He has sent.

o UNIQUE OBSERVATIONS:
Jesus' name (Yeshua, "YHWH saves”) is a deliberate wordplay on his mission: "He will save his people
from their sins." His identity and purpose are inseparable.

o UNITARIAN READING:

Jesus is portrayed as God's chosen agent through whom God acts, embodying divine presence and
purpose without identifying Jesus as God Himself.

© END-TIMES CONTEXT:

Matthew presents Jesus' birth as the climax of Israel’s long-awaited deliverance, signalling that the time of
waiting has ended.
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202 6 N EW TESTAM ENT WEEKLY STU DY SUNDAY, JANUARY 4TH-SATURDAY, JANUARY 10TH

THIS WEEK WE ARE READING MATTHEW 1-5

e USE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

When the writers of the New Testament quoted the Old Testament, they didn't see it as just an old record from the past. Instead, they
treated it as a living story that could speak to new events in history. They often used familiar words, phrases, or images from Israel's
Scriptures to help explain what was happening around them. They weren't claiming that the original passages were secret
predictions waiting to be decoded. Rather, they were saying, "This is what this moment means." Scripture served as a shared story
that Israel already knew-a collection of images and themes that could be used again when history reached a major turning point.
For the New Testament writers, the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus didn't erase Israel’s story. Instead, these events
were such an important moment that only the words of Israel’s own Scriptures could express what God was doing.

o MATTHEW 2:1-23 - THE EARLY YEARS OF JESUS

SUMMARY: This chapter shows how the arrival of Jesus immediately forces a response. Gentile wise men recognize him as Israel's true king and
worship him, while Herod reacts with fear and violence, revealing a clash between God's kingdom and earthly power. Joseph again acts in
obedient trust as his family flees, survives, and returns, retracing Israel's story of exile and return. Through a series of Scripture fulfillments,
Matthew shows that none of this is accidental-Jesus' early life reenacts Israel's history, signaling that God's long-awaited rescue is
unfolding now, even as it provokes resistance and sorrow.

o UNIQUE OBSERVATIONS:
Matthew presents Jesus' early life as a replay of Israel's story-where Gentile Magi recognize the true king
as Herod rages, Scripture is fulfilled in unfolding events, and God's purposes widen beyond Israel.

* UNITARIAN READING:
Worship is directed toward the king God has appointed, not toward God becoming the child.

o END-TIMES CONTEXT:
By showing Jesus' life starting with exile and return, Matthew presents him as arriving right when Israel
was expecting its long-awaited fulfillment in their history.

o MATTHEW 3:1-17 - JOHN THE BAPTIST AND THE BAPTISM OF JESUS

SUMMARY: This chapter introduces John the Baptist as a prophetic voice announcing that God's long-awaited reign is about to break in. He calls
Israel to repentance as a sign of readiness, warning that judgment and renewal are near, not distant. Jesus steps into this moment by being
baptized-not because he needs repentance, but to identify with Israel and align himself with God's purpose. When Jesus comes up from the
water, God publicly affirms him as His Son, empowering him for his mission and signaling that the decisive moment in Israel's story has
arrived.

* UNIQUE OBSERVATIONS:
John appears suddenly in the wilderness with Elijah-like urgency, calling Israel to a national baptism of
repentance that marks a new exodus, passing through judgment toward renewal and restoration.

* UNITARIAN READING:
Jesus is declared God's Son through bestowed sonship, with the Spirit descending to show divine
empowerment rather than God becoming Jesus.

o END-TIMES CONTEXT:
John's urgent call to repentance, baptism, and readiness declares that the kingdom of heaven and Israel's
decisive judgment are imminent, marking the beginning of a reckoning and renewal to unfold within that
generation.
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202 6 N EW TESTAM ENT WEEKLY STU DY SUNDAY, JANUARY 4TH-SATURDAY, JANUARY 10TH

THIS WEEK WE ARE READING MATTHEW 1-5

o MATTHEW 4:1-11 - THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS

SUMMARY: This section shows Jesus being tested in the wilderness at the very start of his mission. The temptations probe whether he will misuse
power, demand proof from God, or pursue authority on the world's terms-but Jesus refuses each one by trusting God and grounding himself in
Israel's Scriptures. Where Israel failed in the wilderness, Jesus remains faithful, showing that he will carry out his mission through obedience and
trust, not spectacle or coercion. The scene makes clear that God's kingdom will advance God's way, not by shortcuts or compromise.

* UNIQUE OBSERVATIONS:
Immediately after his commissioning, Jesus enters a forty-day wilderness trial that echoes Israel’s story,
where he rejects temptations of spectacle, manipulation, and power by trusting and obeying God,
grounding his mission in Deuteronomy and succeeding where Israel failed.

* UNITARIAN READING:
God and Jesus are clearly distinguished: Jesus trusts God, prays to God, and refuses to test God.

o END-TIMES CONTEXT:
While in the wilderness, Jesus refuses Satan's offer of worldly power. This shows that the crucial part of
Israel's story is starting, and God's kingdom will come through faithful obedience instead of political force.

* MATTHEW 4:12-25 - THE MINISTRY OF JESUS BEGINS

SUMMARY: This section marks the beginning of Jesus' public ministry. After John is arrested, Jesus announces that God's kingdom is at hand,
calls people to repent, and begins gathering disciples who will share in his work. He travels through Galilee teaching, healing, and restoring lives,
showing that God's reign is not just an idea but something actively breaking into everyday life. The growing crowds signal that a turning point
has arrived and that Israel's long-awaited moment of renewal is now unfolding.

* UNIQUE OBSERVATIONS:
After John is arrested, Jesus starts his ministry in Galilee, working in the outer areas. He calls his disciples
to leave their old lives behind right away. His teaching, healing, and preaching quickly spread an urgent
new message about God's kingdom.

* UNITARIAN READING:
Healing, teaching, and discipleship come from God working through Jesus, His empowered servant. This
highlights that it is God's power and action at work, rather than Jesus acting on His own divine nature.

o END-TIMES CONTEXT:
Matthew presents this moment as the launch of the final phase of Israel's story, unfolding in their lifetime.

* GETTO KNOW THE DISCIPLES OF JESUS

The first disciples of Jesus were not religious elites or revolutionaries-they were ordinary Israelites, fishermen going about their
daily work. As Matthew 4:18-22 shows, Peter, Andrew, James, and John respond quickly when Jesus calls them, not because they
fully understood everything about him, but because they sensed that something decisive was happening through him. In Jesus’
message about God's kingdom and his authoritative teaching, they recognized that God was finally bringing Israel’s long story
toward its long-awaited turning point. Following Jesus meant trusting that, in him, God was beginning to set things right.
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202 6 N EW TESTAM ENT WEEKLY STU DY SUNDAY, JANUARY 4TH-SATURDAY, JANUARY 10TH

THIS WEEK WE ARE READING MATTHEW 1-5

o MATTHEW 5:1-48 - THE WAY OF THE KINGDOM

SUMMARY: This chapter shows Jesus teaching his disciples what life in God's kingdom s like. He gives blessings to those who are humble,
merciful, and faithful, and tells his followers to be a clear example for the world to see. Jesus does not cancel Israel's Law but instead explains
it more deeply. He teaches that true righteousness is about the heart, not just outward actions, speaking about anger, lust, honesty, revenge, and
love. The chapter finishes by calling for a mature faith that reflects God-full of integrity, mercy, and love, even toward enemies-showing the kind
of people God's kingdom is meant to create.

* UNIQUE OBSERVATIONS:

- In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus echoes Moses by teaching that God's reign is already shaping a
blessed people whose mission and ethic flow from internal alignment of the heart, as he authoritatively
clarifies the Law-relocating righteousness from mere external compliance to transformed obedience in
thought, desire, and action.

* UNITARIAN READING:
Jesus’ authority comes from God's commission, as he points to the Father as the ultimate moral standard
and teaches that we should strive to be perfect like our heavenly Father.

o END-TIMES CONTEXT:
Jesus teaches that the kingdom is already active, calling people to live faithfully, love enemies, and seek
reconciliation as an urgent response to the approaching crisis and social pressures they face.

e THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) is widely understood by scholars as Jesus' core teaching on life in God's kingdom,
carefully gathered and arranged rather than a verbatim transcript of one moment. Matthew presents it as a foundational instruction
manual for disciples, showing what faithful living looks like now that God's reign is breaking in. Rather than replacing Israel's
Scriptures, Jesus draws out their deepest intent, moving from outward rule-keeping to inner transformation-addressing motives,
desires, trust, and allegiance. The sermon blends wisdom, prophecy, and ethical teaching, forming a community shaped by mercy,
integrity, and loyalty to God amid real social pressure. In short, these chapters explain how God's people are meant to live at
the turning point of Israel's story, not as abstract ideals, but as a practical way of life for the present moment.
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